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Partido Unidad Social Cristiana (PUSC) candidate Miguel Angel Rodriguez defeated governing
Partido de Liberacion Nacional (PLN) candidate Jose Miguel Corrales in Costa Rica's Feb. 1
presidential election. Rodriguez and his center-right party promised to shift government policy
to the right, but many observers say the shift has already taken place under the administration of
President Jose Maria Figueres. With almost all votes counted, the unofficial tally gave Rodriguez
46% of the vote and Corrales 44%, with 11 other candidates sharing the remainder. Rodriguez will be
inaugurated on May 8.
The campaign and election were marked by voter apathy and considerable mudslinging by both
major candidates. Rodriguez was embarrassed early in the campaign by his highly publicized
visit with Mexican political strongman Carlos Hank Gonzalez (see NotiCen, 07/03/97). He was
also accused of misusing public funds in his private business deals. Corrales was saddled with the
Figueres administration's poor public standing and was further hampered by charges of fraud in the
PLN's June 1997 nominating procedure (see NotiCen, 08/28/97).
Surviving the fraud allegation, Corrales picked a quarrel with party regulars regarding how
legislative candidates should be nominated. Then, attempting to present a sanitized slate of
legislative nominees to voters, Corrales demanded that all PLN candidates tainted by any ethical
or legal questions withdraw from the race. Internal party problems continued until the end of the
campaign, when Corrales emphasized party unity. He was not helped by Nobel laureate and former
president Oscar Arias (1986-1990), who went on television to support Corrales but instead criticized
both candidates for their "unfulfillable promises."
Corrales pitched his campaign message against his own party's record, attempting to distance
himself from the economic downturn, led by double-digit inflation and crippling payments on the
US$4 billion internal debt, which consume 30% of the annual budget. President-elect promises more
effective neoliberal reforms Rodriguez, an economist, has been head of the central bank, a deputy
in the Legislative Assembly, and a twice- defeated presidential candidate. He is considered more
conservative on economic issues than Corrales and is expected to pursue with greater conviction the
same free-market policies and tight control on government spending that Figueres has carried out.
Though Figueres attempted to maintain traditional PLN social polices, by 1995, he was forced
to accept compromises with the PUSC and to adhere more closely to the restrictive polices of
multilateral lenders (see, NotiSur, 03/31/95 and NotiSur, 05/25/95). Notwithstanding his conservative
credentials, Rodriguez campaigned on a wide-ranging program of social and economic reforms that
sounded like traditional PLN promises. His blueprint for social spending includes health, education,
aid to single mothers, and sports. His economic program differs from his predecessor's mainly in his
promises to push through reforms that have been stalled in the current administration. Leading the
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list is privatization of state banks and the Instituto Costarricense de Electricidad (ICE). He also wants
to reduce taxes and tariffs, reach new agreements on multilateral credits with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), extend government credits for industrial expansion, and mount an ambitious
program of road, airport, and port modernization. And, to reduce government spending, Rodriguez
wants to eliminate some cabinet ministries, abolish vice ministerial offices, and cut the foreign
service in half. [Sources: La Nacion (Costa Rica), 07/01/97, 07/15/98, 08/17/97, 09/29/97; Tico Times
(Costa Rica), 07/04/97, 07/23/97, 01/30/98; Reuter, 02/01/98; Associated Press, 02/02/98; La Prensa
(Costa Rica), 02/03/98]
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